"PHD" (POST HOLE DIGGER) TROPHY
For the Innovative Cross-country Course Designer and Builder
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PAUL POPIEL
"PHD" (Post Hole Digger) Award—Paul Popiel.
Way back in the early '60's, Paul started building and designing cross​country courses in his native Canada. To his credit are the Dunham courses, the original Bromont events, Montreal Horse Trials, and the National Capitol Equestrian Park Horse Trials in Ottawa, to mention a tew. \Vhen his brother Andrew moved to Arizona, Paul branched out and has since done most of the Trojan Horse Trial courses, Flagstaff, St. Johns {AZ). Las Cruses fXM). Las Vegas (new one), original Dia​mond L (XM). Middle Tennessee. Midland (GA), Indiana Hills (IL) and the Pan Am Games. Unusually innovative, often when asked to build obstacles with the most simple materials. Paul has been known to create cross-country courses out of almost nothing. With an ability to think like a horse and see through their eyes, his courses ride well for horses but can present a formidable challenge to riders, who often underestimate the nuances involved, A good sense of flow is always evident, as is his ingenious use of terrain. Paul has made a distinct contribution to the caliber and number of cross-country event courses in our sport.
THE IRONMASTER TROPHY
